2i4                 LECTURES AND ESSAYS

social evils, have taken wrong for right, and
have even poisoned the very sources of morality,
he may be tempted to ask himself, " Is there no
trace of any of these evils in my own religion,
or at least in my own conception and practice
of it ? " And that is just what we want him
to do. Bring your doctrines, your priesthoods,
your precepts, yea, even the inner devotion of
your soul, before the tribunal of conscience ;
she is no man's and no God's vicar, but the
supreme judge of men and Gods.

Let us inquire, then, what morality has to
say in regard to religious doctrines. It deals
with the manner of religious belief directly,
and with the matter indirectly. Religious
beliefs must be founded on evidence ; if they
are not so founded, it is wrong to hold them.
The rule of right conduct in this matter is
exactly the opposite of that implied in the two
famous texts : " He that believeth not shall be
damned," and " Blessed are they that have not
seen and yet have believed." For a man who
clearly felt and recognised the duty of Intel-
lectual honesty, of carefully testing every belief
before he received it, and especially before he
recommended it to others, it would be impos-
sible to ascribe the profoundly immoral teach-
ing of these texts to a true prophet or worthy
leader of humanity. It will comfort those
whc> wish to preserve their reverence for the